

The comicallHiPlorie of 

And many lAfins come in qucft of her. 

C5my«//»r/i'^»><’jhad Ibutthciiicancs ^ 

To hold a riuall place with one of them, ^ 

f^haucamindc prelages meluch thrift ' • 

That 1 fiiould queftionlclTe be fortunate. 

Avth. Thou knowH that all my fortunes are at fea, 

Neither hauc I money, nor commoditie 
To raifea prcfcnt fummc, therefore goc forth 
T ry what my credite can in Venice doe, | 

Tiiat fliall be rackt cucn to the vttcrmofl: 

To furnifh thcC to Belmont to faire ?orud, 

Goe prefently enquire and fo will I ^ 

where money is, and I no queflion make 
Tohaucitofmy truftjorformyfake. Exemt, 

Enter ’Eortia with her wayting woman Netrijfa. 

Portia. Byrny troth Nerhjfa, my little bodyisawcarie ofthis 
great world. ^ 

Ner. You would befwect Madam , ifyour miferics wcreintlit-^ 
fame aboundance as your good fortunes are: andyctforoughlj, 
fee, they are as ficke thatfurfeite with too much, as they that ftanitj. 
with nothing 5 it is no meane happines thcrforc to be feated in ik 
meanc, fuperfluitic comes fboncr by white haircs , but compew* ^ 
cie hues longer. * i 

Good (cntenccs, and well pronounc’d. 
iVer. They wojuld be better if well followed. 

Portia. I f to do were as cafie as to know what were good to an 
Chappels had bcene Churches, and poore mens cottages prinefij 
Pallaccs, if is a good diuine that foUowes his owne inllf ufiions, 
can eaGcr teach twentie what were goocl to be done, then tooeoM 

- oftbe twentie to follow mine owhe teaching: the braine may o^ 

uifclawcsforthe blood, butahote temper Icapes ore a coldcacj 

cree, fuch a hare is madnes the youth , to skippe ore the rof 
good counfailc the cripple ; but this rcafoning is not in the rain'® 
to choofemec a husband, 6 race the word choofe , Imay ntytn® 
choofe who I would, nor refufe who I diflike, fb is the will oU 
uing daughter cuvbd by the will of a deade father ; is if not 
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the Merchant of Fenice, 

'/f^ T cannot choofe one* nor refufe none. 

Father was cutrvi.tt.ous, and holy men at thyT 
. ,h haue ttood infpirations, therefore the lottric that he hath dc- 
Sin Thc?e three c^hefts ofgold, filuer, and leadc, whereof who 
fes his meanino- choofes you , will no doubt neucr be cholen 
wTnrSc whi youlhall rightly loue: But what 

warmlh is there in your affeaion towardes any of thefc Princehc 

““Snl Juyteoutwline them, and as thon natneft them I 
will deferibe them, and according to my dcfcnptionlcucllat my 

affeftion. . . , r* • 

IVer FirG there is the Neopolitanc 1 rince. 

Sr. I Chats a colt indeede,L he doth nothingbut talkc of h 

horfc, &he makesit agrcatappropriation tohisowncgood pa 

that hecannroohimhtmrelfe :T am much afeard myLadic his 

rnothcr plaid falfe with a Smyth. 

Than is there the CoUnticP.'ilcntme. 

T«r. Hec doth nothing but frowne ^(as who fliould fay, &. ) ou 
will not hauc me. choofc, he hcares merry tales and fmiles not , 
fearchee will proouc the weeping Phylofopher whcn hee|rowcs 
old.bceing fo full of vnmanncrly fadnes in his youth,) I had rather 
be married to a deaths head with a bone in his mouth , then to y- 

ther of thefc : God defend me from thefe two. r 'v u,? 

!A[er. How fay you by the French Lord. MounHcr Le 'Bouac ? 
Pot. God made him, and therefore let him padf: for a man , m 
truth 1 knowe it is a finne to be a mocker, but bee, why lace hath a 
hotfe better then the Ncopolitans, a better bad habitc 
then the Count Palentinc, heis cuery man in naman, if a 1 ralleii 
fing, he falls ttraght a capring, he will fence with his owne ihadow. 
IftiLould marry him. lOiould marry twenty husbands: it hcc 
would defpife me, I would forgiuc him, for if he loue me to mad- 
ncs./ffiall neucr requite him. 

What fay you thentoFauconbridge, the young Barron 

of England? - i n j 

7or, You know I fay nothing to him, for hce vndet! wnds not 

me, nor / him : he hath neither Latinc, French, nor /rahan, & you 
will come into the Court and fwearc that I baueapoore pcnnic- 


